
The CIA Lockpicking Manual
 Free Ebooks

 Central Intelligence Agency

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/QoblJ/The-CIA-Lockpicking-Manual-Central-Intelligence-Agency
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/QoblJ/The-CIA-Lockpicking-Manual-Central-Intelligence-Agency
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/QoblJ/The-CIA-Lockpicking-Manual-Central-Intelligence-Agency
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/QoblJ/The-CIA-Lockpicking-Manual-Central-Intelligence-Agency


This manual was written by the Central Intelligence Agency as a Field Operative Training
Manual. It contains beginner’s instructions and diagrams on how to pick locks as well as the
names of types of tools and how to use them.From the introduction: “In this volume we will
discuss not only the fundamental theories of lock picking but proper terminology, the importance
of tool design (using the right tool for the right job), the effects of tolerances, and finally the
techniques most commonly used by locksmiths to successfully pick the vast majority of standard
pin and wafer tumbler locks.”The chapter in the manual are: BASIC LOCK PICKING, THE
CONCEPTS BEHIND LOCK PICKING, PICKING PROCEDURE, TOOL DESIGN, MOST
COMMON PICKING TECHNIQUES, and THE LOCKPICKING PROCESS.



All information in this book is from the United States Central Intelligence Agency. It has been
modified for the digital format.Table of ContentsINTRODUCTIONCHAPTER 1: BASIC LOCK
PICKINGCHAPTER 2: THE CONCEPTS BEHIND LOCK PICKINGCHAPTER 3: PICKING
PROCEDURECHAPTER 4: TOOL DESIGNCHAPTER 5: MOST COMMON PICKING
TECHNIQUESCHAPTER 6: THE LOCKPICKING
PROCESSCONCLUSIONSINTRODUCTIONThere has been much opinion and little fact written
on the subject of lock picking. It will be my purpose to clarify the facts about this process and at
the same time train you in proper procedure so that before you leave this class today, you will at
least have picked one lock. Please note that to become truly proficient you must devote much
time and patience in the future.In this volume we will discuss not only the fundamental theories
of lock picking but proper terminology, the importance of tool design (using the right tool for the
right job), the effects of tolerances, and finally the techniques most commonly used by
locksmiths to successfully pick the vast majority of standard pin and wafer tumbler
locks.CHAPTER 1: BASIC LOCK PICKINGFirst of all, lock picking must be divided into two
categories which are commonly confused: The first category is picking (the act of carefully
manipulating one pin at a time for the expressed purpose of duplicating the action of the proper
cut key in a given cylinder, by something other than the proper cut key itself).The second
category is raking (the less specific act of taking a raking instrument for the expressed purpose
of gliding the tool across tumblers of approximately the same depth in a general yet sequential
fashion).Either of these techniques is intended to be a method of convenience for opening locks
in emergency type situations. Obviously, the method for making keys referred to as
impressioning would be far more desirable since both processes take about the same time and
only one yields both an open lock and a working key. However, there are times when picking is
the most logical method to use (i.e. when someone is locked out of a house or car and the keys
are inside). Both methods are predicated on their efficiency and, should either take an undue
amount of time, it is questionable how worthwhile they are when a method such as drilling is so
quick and sure, though more expensive.In order to understand how to compromise a lock there
are certain steps which are essential to laying a proper foundation. They are: A thorough working
knowledge of the lock mechanism, how it functions, and the ability to recognize these factors so
that you are able to overcome them.CHAPTER 2: THE CONCEPTS BEHIND LOCK
PICKINGHave you ever thought, "Just what is it that actually allows us to pick a lock?" It is the
inability of the manufacturer of any product to machine parts to an almost flawless level of
tolerance. Even if they could reasonably approach their goals, the expense alone would be
astronomical.Therefore, we, as locksmiths, are able to pick a lock, so to speak, due to the reality
of this situation. To see specifically what is involved, we must look at a typical cylinder.
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Gadget-Guy, “Pick - Pick - Pick. Details, details, details...I doubt that the CIA actually uses (or,
ever used) this manual... (unless CIA stands for Cosmetology Institute of Afghanistan)Still, it
covers the basics of picking a lock.no.... no... no... - they way they do it on TV isn't right.Some of
the tools are real - the technique - not so much.In order to pick a lock (which is a machine), you
need to know sumthun about the innards of the machine.There are more ways to build a lock -
than is covered in this literature.Ya gotta start somewhere.”

Ebook Library Reader, “I bought this and a few lock picks because when .... I bought this and a
few lock picks because when I was a joiner, on many occasions I would be asked by people to
help them when they had lost their keys. I would look around their house to see if there were any
windows left open, to see if I could make an entrance somehow. On several occasions I have
had to fetch a ladder and gain entrance through a bathroom fanlight. I am too large and old for
such things now.”

Ethan, “Exactly what you want to know. I got this with a set of keys and 2 see through padlocks
from amazon. It contains exactly what I wanted. Anyone who is not stupid will enjoy this
especially for the price.”

The book by Central Intelligence Agency has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 1,377 people have
provided feedback.
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